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formed and maintained in great crises of state, was one
of those sorrows that are so bitter and so poignant as for
ever to forbid reconciliation; for in those fierce separations
the unstinted sincerities and the passion of the friendship that
is dead place an everlasting ban on all colder comradeship.
But what Fox lost as a friend, and his loss was incalculable,
he gained as a leader. From 1784 to 1790 there was an
Opposition respectable in numbers, listless in temper, and cor-
responding to no definite public policy on which men's minds
in the country were fixed. From 1792 to 1797, when Fox
seceded from Parliament, there was an Opposition insignifi-
cant in numbers, strenuous with the courage of proscribed
and persecuted convictions, and representing in the public
life of the country the entire fabric of English freedom.
The whole spirit of the House of Commons was changed
and elevated in that brisk climate of real and exhilarating
contest.
Outside Parliament there was a similar revival of public
interest. Pitt who had been regarded in 1784 as the
champion of the doctrine of popular representation as against
the aristocratical prejudice and caution of the Rocking-
hams, had been moving further and further away from
that world of ideas and discontents through which he had
passed into his proud political eminence. The alienation
was silent, but it was complete. It is significant that Mr.
Wyvill's letter to him as early as 1787, suggesting that
he should publish the scheme of his next Bill in order
to allow of discussion, was never answered, though the
relations of the writer with Pitt had been cordial and almost
intimate, and Pitt had acted in concert with the Yorkshire
Association at each step in his career down to the Reform
Bill of 1785. Pitt had clearly made up his mind that there
was no longer any body of substantial opinion behind the
demand and the organisation with which he had allied his
early fortunes, and his gradual abandonment of Reform
was, no doubt, prompted as much by a belief that he was
dealing with a nation that was convalescent, and on the